Primary malignant pleural tumors (mesotheliomas) presenting as localized masses. Fine needle aspiration cytologic findings, clinical and radiologic features and review of the literature.
The cytologic and histologic appearances of four localized primary malignant pleural tumors occurring in three patients subjected to fine needle aspiration are presented. In one case, the radiographic mass was the only manifestation of what was found to be a diffuse epithelial mesothelioma at surgery. Two other patients had localized primary sarcomatous mesotheliomas, of low grade and high grade, respectively. In the latter patient, a second metachronous but identical tumor appeared on the contralateral side during follow-up. The clinical findings, radiologic features and cytologic differential diagnosis of both the epithelial and the sarcomatous variants are discussed, together with a review of the literature pertinent to localized primary malignant pleural tumors.